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subsidy paid by the British Government to the Landgrave
of Hesse was £110,000 a year. The men received English
pay (sixpence a day for infantry privates), and were well fed.
Twopence-halfpenny was deducted daily for rations from
their pay; in return for this deduction they were given two
and a half pounds of beef and one and a half pounds of flour.
If a soldier drew only one pound of beef and one pound of
flour he could have English peas, Irish butter and rice for
the balance; and all this while campaigning in the forests of
North America.1 There were no special service uniforms in
the eighteenth century. Men went into battle in their long
gaiters and high hats, whether they were in Canada or in
Europe. In India, however, they were allowed to adapt their
clothes to the climate. The equipment which the European
soldiers carried was unconscionably heavy, and seriously
impeded their power of manoeuvring. Only the Turks had
the sense to fight armed and clothed in light order.2
Every army on campaign was almost a moving town, for
it included, or was followed by, numerous small tradesmen
and hangers-on, including many women. Generals took their
mistresses with them. Maurice of Saxe, who had expensive
tastes, always took a troupe of actors and actresses with his
army, to perform before him on his campaigns. The soldiers
and the swarm of camp-followers exhausted the country,
although everything taken from the inhabitants was supposed
to be paid for by requisition notes, which, when the war was
over, could be presented for encashment to the Treasury of
the requisitioning state. Frederick the Great said that he
honoured every requisition note and met it punctually on
demand.
FiaaceatidHolland had ancient regiments composed partly or
entirely of foreigners, on a practically hereditary basis. The
French foreign units consisted of Swiss Guards, for which there
was a regular recruiting system, both for officers and men. The
of families of the old Swiss territorial nobility regularly
1 Pettengill, Letters from America, 1776-17^ (1924), pp. 41-42.
* Prince de logne, Memoires, Vol. i, p. 197.

